
THE GIFT OF
GOATS

. MIL K M 0 N EY Goats provide nutritious milk and are a source of income.
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IT'S NOT OFTEN THAT KHAIRENI MINT SALCKA, 8, AND HER FOUR SIBLINGS GET MILK. HER FAMILY IS

lone of the poorest in Oudey Niagia, a small village of about 400 people in southern Mauritania.
Khaireni never knew her father, and her mother abandoned the family last year. Now the children live
with their grandmother in a ragged tent. Life is harsh here in the Sahara, but this year has been espe-
cially difficult. Locust swarms devoured last season's millet crop, leaving almost one million Maurita-
nians short of food.

I These children recently received a pair of goats, purchased by Canadians through World Vision's
Gift Catalogue. "The goats my family received from our Canadian friends are a gift from God," says
Khaireni, who is sponsored by Canadians. "Now we'll have lots of milk!"

Milk*is an important part of any child's diet, but here in Mauritania it's critical. Families in this
desert country are dependent on their camels, cattle, and goats for their livelihoods and their food.
Few vegetables grow in the sandy soil and water is scarce. People drink large bowlfuls of camel and
goat milk as their main source of nutrition.

The goats received from Canadian donors will help the broader community, as well as the individ-
ual families who received them. The goats' offspring will be given to neighbouring families who can
use the milk themselves or sell it at market.

Abdallahi Mamadou Ly,a World Vision field worker, was very moved by the children's reactions as
he distributed the goats. "They were so proud," he says. "Most of these children have never owned
anything in their lives." -KARENHOMER

What's new in this
year's catalogue?

Child-Friendly Spaces
Ducks

Immunization

Moringa trees
Water buffalos

Welcome packs for
refugees entering Canada
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